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	Development of a Massive Open Online Course for carers of people living with dementia on care and comfort towards and at the end of life: Potential for global reach

	Biography (up to 100 words)
	Heather conducted her PhD studies at the Association for Dementia Studies, University of Worcester, with a thesis which aimed to explore the knowledge and understanding of mild cognitive impairment across a number of key populations, including individuals living with cognitive impairment and their care partners.  Heather has worked in the field of dementia research for the last eight years and is currently a Research Associate at Newcastle University Institute for Ageing.  Heather is currently working on the Global Health Research Group on Dementia Prevention and Enhanced Care (DePEC).

	Abstract (up to 300 words): 


	Dementia is a progressive condition for which there is currently no cure.  Following a diagnosis of dementia, people often find it difficult to talk about the future and how dementia may impact meeting someone’s needs and wishes as the condition progresses and as they approach the end of life.  The majority of people living with dementia worldwide live in low and middle income countries (LMICs) and the number of people living with dementia in these areas is set to rise substantially by 2050.  Despite the prevalence of dementia in LMICs, there is generally little available to support people caring for those living with dementia in these areas, and awareness about dementia is often low.  Increasingly, technological advances offer the potential to reach a wide audience, and internet access is becoming more commonplace worldwide.  
This poster presents the development of an online resource, a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) for people caring for someone living with dementia which focuses on the progression of dementia, including advanced dementia and end of life, and which aims to empower those who are supporting someone living with dementia to plan for the future.  The key components and focus of the course are presented, together with decisions made around the design of the course and the range of expertise and experience presented in videos included as part of the course.
Future development of the course is underway, with consultations scheduled with representatives from three LMICs (Kerala, Malaysia, and Tanzania) who are working with Newcastle University as part of the Global Health Research Group on Dementia Prevention and Enhanced Care (DePEC) to identify ways to ensure the course is relevant and accessible for carers in these areas.  Future directions for research to evaluate and extend the course are presented.
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